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A Beginner’s Guide to Transposition

B Do you play a transposing instrument? Those new 1o Instruments such as the planao, flute, violing viola, andcsllo are
the icleay ol Dransposing instruments—such as a B clarinet,  not transgosing instruments. If vialinksts see a Con the page,
wwxprang saxoprhans, or B irumpet=—rmigght find the concaepl they play—and you heai—the note C
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Imrmality transposition isn't all that hard 1o grssp, Put simply,a phones, and especially French horns—den't sound a © when
Lransposing insrumen sone whose musica nolesarewritlen they play one on the page. For example, & *neg ular” carine is
al & pitch different rom actual concert pitch, a B insturment. Motes for this cladnet are wiitten one whaols
step higher than what the clarinet sounds, and 2 B [one
wihale stap, oF e sermi-tones, ke is sctually beand when
al i played.

Ihere are several reasons why Transposition s used.
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Une practical reason s thal some instruments, such & the
saophone corme in differant sizes to sccomimedate panmiculan
souncts anc differant ranges. Transposing alkews, for instanoe,
an alta sax {an B, instrument] and tenos sax (a B, instrumet)
pleyer to see the sarme notes on the page and wse the same
fingatings. A written C will be the same fingering for both
players, although diffsrant notes will sound from the alta
[0 MR T and tenor,
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Anothel comman transposition practice is 1o notate music
either an octave balow or above what instruments actually
play to avold wiiting hand-to-read music with a lot of ledgar
linesaboveor belowthe staff. Instruments such as the bass or
piccalo play in the kay of C but often transpose an oclave
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Formunately, moast music will already be transposed for yolr
instrument. Hovever, someatimnes musicians scoompanying
wocalists are asked to play music in a key other than what is
wiittan. This hapgens if a son. as wiitten, 5 out of the ange
of the vocalist.
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Of course, it takes practice to be able to transpose on sight,

S0 muUsicians new to anspositien might want to pencil in
note names on a working copy of their shest music. Modam
b techiedagy can help Music wiiting softwane such as Sibelius

G of Finale can s used 1o write oul & nevw warsion of the music
i in anothes key.
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Finally, wihen you sit down ina group 1o play, make sure you
konows what key your instrurment is in and in what key the
rrisic B wiitten. Don't b2 afraid 1o ask the conductor or &n-
ather player if you are not sure. Again, wiiting nole namas in
pencil above the pitches will help you swhile you ane eaming
& fEw plaos.
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